RECORD OF DECISION MADE UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY

PART 1 - PUBLIC DOCUMENT

Any interest to declare/ or conflict and any dispensation granted [N/A]

SERVICE DIRECTORATE: LEGAL AND COMMUNITY

1. DECISION TAKEN

1.1 That the polling districts relating to local government elections are amended to
correct some clerical errors, as outlined in Appendix A.

1.2 That parish names are added to the existing polling district names to reflect the
corrections made - to provide greater clarity and easier reference.

2. DECISION TAKER
Jeanette Thompson, Service Director — Legal and Community.
3. DATE DECISION TAKEN:

18 January 2022

4, REASON FOR DECISION

4.1 To ensure that polling district boundaries run coterminous with the various electoral
areas at County, District and Parish Council levels, ensuring some clerical
inaccuracies are corrected.

5. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED
5.1 No alternative options are considered appropriate.

6. CONSULTATION (INCLUDING THE EFFECT ON STAKEHOLDERS, PARTNERS
AND THE PUBLIC)

6.1 This was raised and discussed with the Executive Member and Deputy Executive
Member for Community Engagement on 11 January and the need to amend
historical inaccuracies. This was also raised with all Group Leaders prior to this
decision being taken.

7. FORWARD PLAN

71 This decision is not a key Executive decision and has therefore not been referred to
in the Forward Plan.

8. BACKGROUND/ RELEVANT CONSIDERATIONS

8.1 The recently appointed Electoral Services Manager has identified a number of
clerical errors that have occurred with the polling district areas where they were built
incorrectly. Polling district areas should not normally cross parish, parish ward, ward,
division, or constituency boundaries, and in a limited set of circumstances as
identified in Appendix A, there has been a misalignment of those areas with the
boundaries.
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The Council conducts a full review of parliamentary polling districts every five years.
The most recent compulsory review commenced from 1 October 2018 and
concluded on 31 January 2020 (At North Herts it was concluded in October 2019).
The polling districts were replotted on the mapping and identified in the Register
post that review.

Although polling districts for local government elections are not defined in legislation,
in practice they are the same as those set for parliamentary elections.

For the purposes of clarification, the definitions of a polling district, place and station
(mirroring the Electoral Commission and The Association of Electoral Administrators
Guidance') are:

Polling District - the geographical area created by sub-dividing an electoral area.
All wards within North Hertfordshire are divided into polling districts, which form the
basis upon which the register of electors is produced. Unless there are special
circumstances, each parish must be in a separate polling district.

Polling Place - the designated area in which a polling station is located. In the
absence of any legal definition, this can be regarded as widely as a polling district or
as narrowly as the building in which a polling station is located.

Polling Station - the actual area where the process of voting takes place, e.g. a
room in a community centre or school.

Each polling district is allocated with a polling place and polling station which the
electors within the given polling district will visit to vote at election time.

This decision fixes the inaccuracies in the areas between polling districts, where
some had inadvertently crossed ward or parish boundaries when set after the last
full polling district review in 2019.

These incorrect boundaries are to be corrected to run coterminous with the relevant
county division, district ward or parish boundary, thereby moving small numbers of
properties from an incorrect polling district to the correct one. This potentially
affected some electors (46 in the District elections and 13 in the County elections)
run in May 2021 (as no elections were held in May 2020 due to covid). This is out of
an electorate of circa 99,500. None of these errors would have affected the
outcome of the poll and the results, as these are spread over the elections
undertaken and have been checked against the relevant election result at the time.
This information (candidates elected and numbers) are set out in Appendix A.

The changes do not relate to the allocation of polling places or stations to each
individual polling district, which remain at this stage as set during the last full polling
district review.

Full details of the changes being made are outlined in Appendix A.
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

As these changes to the polling district boundaries relate only to local government
elections, there is no national legislative procedure. Instead, it is determined by the
Constitution of the local council to whom the Electoral Registration Officer /
Returning Officer belongs.

14.6.8 (b) (x) of the Council Constitution sets out the Service Director delegation
powers. Within this, the delegated authority for ‘Proposals to vary the boundaries of

! Reviews of polling districts, polling places and polling stations & “Do | need to undertake a polling district review to change
polling places for local elections in 20217?”
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the Borough and Electoral Wards and Polling Districts’ falls to the Service Director in
consultation with the Executive Member for Community Engagement. Given any
potential for conflict this decision is being taken in consultation with the Managing
Director, having notified all relevant Executive Members/ Deputy and the Group
Leaders. The Managing Director may do so by virtue of his delegated powers under
section 14.6.5(a)(iv) in cases of emergency or urgency (where possible in
consultation with the Leader of the Council) to carry out any Council or Executive
function, power or duty.

Full Council also has a function under 4.4.1 (q) to undertake a (q) “review and agree
proposals on polling districts, polling places and polling stations, district boundaries,
electoral wards and the number of District Councillors”. These are the statutory
formal reviews every 5 years required by virtue of The Electoral Registration and
Administration Act 2013. The last one was undertaken in 2019 as indicated in the
body of the report.

Furthermore, these changes need to be implemented by a re-publication of the
Register of Electors. As per 9..5 and 9.6, such a re-publication requires that
notification must be made to 2 local newspapers on 13 January 2022 (the Crow and
the Comet) to allow sufficient time to publish the amended Register of Electors (see
below).

The Electoral Registration Officer (ERO) has the right to publish a revised version of
the electoral register as they see fit (Section 13(3) Representation of Peoples Act
1983), i.e. alterations to boundaries caused by an electoral review or a boundary
review between local authorities. The ERO is also required to publish a revised
open register at the same time. There is no requirement to publish a list of overseas
electors.

The ERO is required to publish a notice at the respective local authority office and in
a local newspaper 14 calendar days before any such revised register takes effect
(Regulation 36 Representation of Peoples Regulations 2001) (RPR 2001).

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

The subsequent republication of the Register of Electors has a minor indirect impact
on the costs being recuperated for its sale and/or distribution.

The electoral register is available for supply free of charge in connection with
electoral purposes; to facilitate the democratic process; and for the purposes of
research, security, law enforcement and the prevention and detection of crime.

In addition the Electoral Register may be sold to eligible recipients (i.e. government
departments and credit reference agencies) upon publication each year on 1
December, at which point recipients are charged for the full register as of 1
December, and subsequent monthly amendments throughout the year.

The Register of Electors will need to be re-published to reflect the amendments
being made to Polling Districts, thereby raising the question of whether the full
register should be sold and distributed as is usually the case when it is fully re-
published.

The current statutory fees for the electoral and open register (Regulations 110 and
111 RPR 2001:

Data: £20 plus £1.50 per thousand entries (or part)
Paper: £10 plus £5 per thousand entries (or part)
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However, due to the fact that these changes are correcting minor errors on our part,
and with consideration for the small scale of the changes being made, it is
suggested that no additional charges will be raised and the full Register shall be
distributed in the same way that the regular monthly amendment for February would
ordinarily have been.

There is also requirement to advertise the republication of the Electoral Register in a
local newspaper. The cost to advertise the notice in both the Royston Crow and
The Comet is £337.52 + VAT.

RISK IMPLICATIONS

If the amendments to the polling district boundaries were not corrected and the
Electoral Register re-published could result in some electors voting in the wrong
elections, and potentially affect the election results where seats are won/lost by
small margins.

Individuals may challenge the result of an election if they believe it was not
administered properly via an election petition (which must usually be made within 21
days of the day the election was held).

There are currently two district Councillor vacancies as well as a county Councillor
vacancy, by-elections for which can be called at any time prior to the original
elections scheduled in May 2022. To not remedy these inaccuracies by re-publishing
the Register on 1 February would mean that the Registers used for any future
nomination forms would be inaccurate.

EQUALITIES IMPLICATIONS

In line with the Public Sector Equality Duty, public bodies must, in the exercise of
their functions, give due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, harassment,
victimisation, to advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations between
those who share a protected characteristic and those who do not.

The changes highlighted mean that the affected electorate (and potentially any new
dwellings/electorate) will be allocated to the correct polling district and vote in the
correct election.

SOCIAL VALUE IMPLICATIONS

The Social Value Act and “go local” policy do not apply to this decision as this is not
a procurement exercise or contract.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS

There are no known Environmental impacts or requirements that apply to these
actions.

HUMAN RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

Other than officer time required to identify the initial issues and put together
proposals to correct them, there are no impacts.

BACKGROUND PAPERS
None.

APPENDICES



17.1  Appendix A — Polling District Corrections

NOTIFICATION DATE

21.1.22

Signature of Managing Director Consulted ......... ~ ~ —™ ...

Date 18.1.22.........cninieiii

/f{.{"f{hrnﬁ_”_ e,

Signature of Decision Taker

Please Note: that unless urgency provisions apply EXECUTIVE decisions cannot be
implemented until 5 clear working days have elapsed after the decision has been
taken to allow for scrutiny call-in.

Call-in does not apply to NON-EXECUTIVE DECISIONS. THIS IS A NON-EXECUTIVE
DECISION.
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